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Ms friend, Francis Place, wrote as follows on ,the subject: " If it were once clearly understood that it was not disreputable for married persons to avail themselves of such precautionary means as would, without being injurious to Jiealth, or destructive of female delicacy, prevent conception, a sufficient check might at ,once be given to the increase in population beyond the means of subsistence. The course recommended will, I am freely persuaded, at some period be pursued by the people even if left to themselves.'?
Within another half-century these prophetic words were realized and now prevention of conception is affecting the birth-rate of all civilized countries.
In 1826, Eichard Carlyle published a work, The Book of Every Woman,, giving preventive methods.
In 1831, Eobert Dale Owen, the son of Robert Owen, the great social reformer, published his Moral Physiology in which he mentioned ways of preventing conception. A little later the Drysdale brothers started their long and fruitful activities in the spreading of this propa-